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Analects). And how is the weakness of China to be
accounted for ? This also is not innate, but is a
result of the truth of the above axiom not being
sufficiently realised. The present condition of foreign
countries resembles that of China before the union,
or is perhaps even still more formidable.
" In the course of time foreigners came to China,
opened numerous marts, and conveyed their mer-
chandise everywhere. They traded at as many as
five ports, and all with no other object than that
of making the wealth of China contribute to their
own. A little consideration shows that those who
ventured to come to this country must have placed
their reliance upon something to have rendered
them so fearless ; and there is not the slightest reason
why that which they confided in should not also
become a source of confidence to China.
" Should they, however, take advantage of their
strength to impose upon our weakness by dividing
our territory and sharing among them the fat of the
land, in such a pressing crisis the greatest firmness
would be necessary. But there need be no great
apprehension of such a contingency, for the simple
reason that, with the exception of Russia, foreign
countries are all too distant from China, and the
acquisition of its territory would be nothing but an
embarrassment to them.
" The fact is, that the prosperity of foreign countries
is inseparably connected with the welfare of the
Chinese people; and instead of draining that people
to the last drop, would they not rather prefer to use,
without exhausting—to take, and still leave a
residue ?
; " The present occasion of treaty revision with the
English is a most important juncture. The English
treaty once disposed of, there will be no difficulty
^ith the other Powers. The danger to be appre-
hended is that during the revision^of next-vear thev

